
FIRST LADY  
CRISSY HASLAM

and the 

JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY  
OF TENNESSEE

welcome you to the

FIRST ANNUAL

WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP FORUM  
& NETWORKING LUNCHEON

THURSDAY, 
MARCH 12, 2015

11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 

TENNESSEE RESIDENCE 

CONSERVATION HALL 

JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY 
OF TENNESSEE, INC.

P.O. BOX 330003 • NASHVILLE, TN 37203

615-663-6060 (ENGLISH) 
615-556-1928 (日本語)

JASTNINFO@JASTN.ORG
WWW.JASTN.ORG

FIRST LADY CRISSY HASLAM

SHIHOKO GOTO

Crissy Haslam, after 
spending her early life 
in Houston and then 
Memphis, graduated 
from Emory University 
in 1980 with a double 
major in Finance 
and Marketing in 
the College of Business. She 
married Bill Haslam in 1981 
and moved to Knoxville. While 
working as the assistant director 
of admissions for UT, she also 
earned a Master of Science degree 
in Education. She has served on 
numerous civic and community 
boards and currently chairs the 

Tennessee Executive 
Residence Foundation 
and Commission.  
As First Lady of 
Tennessee, Crissy has 
introduced a three-part 
initiative focusing on 
the interplay between 

family engagement and literacy 
improvement. She travels the 
state to stress the importance 
of parents as first teachers and 
education partners, and to raise 
awareness for the exponential 
value of reading on grade level 
by the 3rd grade.  Crissy and Bill 
have 3 adult children.

Responsible for research, 
programming, and pub-
lications on Japan, South 
Korea, and Taiwan at 
the Wilson Center,  
Shihoko is also a con-
tributing editor to The 
Globalist, and a fellow 
of the Mansfield Foundation/ 
Japan Foundation U.S.-Japan 
Network for the Future for 2014 
to 2016. Prior to joining the  
Wilson Center, she spent over 
ten years as a journalist covering 
the international political econ-
omy with an emphasis on Asian  
markets.  As a correspondent 
for Dow Jones News Service 
and United Press International 

based in Tokyo and 
Washington, she has 
reported extensively on 
policies impacting the 
global financial system 
as well as international 
trade. She currently 
provides analysis for  

a number of media organizations. 
Formerly a donor country relations 
officer at the World Bank, she has  
also received the Freeman  
Foundation’s Jefferson journal-
ism fellowship at the East-West  
Center and the John S. and James 
L. Knight Foundation’s journalism 
fellowship for the Salzburg Global 
Seminar. She is fluent in Japanese 
and French.

C E L E B R A T I N G

15
Y E A R S



11:00 – 11:30 A.M.

REGISTRATION
INFORMAL NETWORKING

Refreshment Station
Cultural Demonstrations

welcome 

FIRST LADY CRISSY HASLAM

NETWORKING LUNCHEON

Introduction of 

KEYNOTE REMARKS
Moderator: Susan Whitaker,  

Commissioner, Tennessee  
Department of Tourist Development

“BEYOND ABENOMICS:  
HOW WOMEN CAN FURTHER  

U.S.- JAPAN RELATIONS” 
SHIHOKO GOTO, 

Senior Associate for Northeast Asia
Woodrow Wilson Center,  

Washington, D.C.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

CLOSING REMARKS & WRAP-UP
CHRISTINE KARBOWIAK, 

Executive Vice President,  
Bridgestone Americas

12:45 P.M.

DESSERT & COFFEE STATION
Networking & Cultural  

Demonstrations Continue

1:00 P.M.

OPTIONAL SELF-GUIDED  
WALK-THROUGH OF  

TN RESIDENCE, FIRST FLOOR
(Parking Shuttles available for  

transfers from Conservation Hall)

1:45 P.M.

TENNESSEE RESIDENCE  
VISITS CONCLUDE

1:55 P.M.

LAST OFF-SITE PARKING  
SHUTTLE DEPARTS FROM  

CONSERVATION HALL

2:00 P.M.

PROGRAM CONCLUDES

SPECIAL THANKS FOR THE  
GENEROUS SUPPORT OF:

First Lady Crissy Haslam & the Tennessee 
Executive Residence Staff

OUR SPONSORS:
PRESENTING SPONSOR

EVENT SPONSOR

EVENT PATRON

OUR CULTURAL  
EXPERTS & ARTISANS

Calligraphy by Kumi 
Alderman, Knoxville 

Asian Festival

Origami by  
Michiko Dunkley, 
Bends & Folds

Ikebana by Cheryl 
Takayama, Ikebana In-
ternational Memphis 
Bamboo Chapter (44)

Lorna Young

OUR COLLABORATING  
ORGANIZATIONS

James E. Auer  
U.S.-Japan Center 

Nashville Chamber 
of Commerce

Sister Cities of 
Nashville

Tennessee Dept.  
of Economic &  

Community  
Development

Williamson, Inc.

OUR GRANTMAKING PARTNERS OUR TABLE HOSTS:

First Tennessee Bank

Jackson Chamber

JAST is a qualified 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
corporation founded in 2000 to create 
economic benefit by facilitating lasting 

bilateral relationships with Japan.


